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the Lords could logically reply that this Budget was not a
measure to raise revenue for the year, but a Land Bill to
place burdens upon one form of property for ever. How
cleverly was the net spread in the sight of the bird ! All the
summer the battle raged in the House of Commons, and
Carson was once more in the thick of the fray, sitting up
night after night into the small hours arguing intricate
amendments, designed to stultify the new taxes, and de-
nouncing the whole plan in general terms. " Many of us
believe," he said, " that this is an unjust and impossible tax,
but we all look upon the machinery under this Bill as vague,
arbitrary, tyrannous, and fraudulent." So successful, 'how-
ever, was the opposition in the Commons, that the Bill,
when presented to the Lords, was shorn of many of its
principal objections, and the Lords could have consented,
had they willed, to a very costly measure for the taxation of
land, which, however, left the rights of property quite secure,
and could have been repealed in the first week of a Con-
servative administration. So heavy were the disadvantages
of the rejection of the Budget by the Peers that many were
in favour of acquiescence. The view began to prevail that the
Lords should let the emasculated Bill go by, and it was
said that the Liberal managers were mightily afraid that the
counsels of moderation would prevail. Then Mr. Lloyd
George, who had argued his Bill in the Commons, "like
any political Dr. Jekyll," with great tact and patience, added
fuel to the flames by his Limehouse speech in July, in which
he appeared as a veritable Mr. Hyde and put the Lords
in the dock as a class,  and with all  the vocabulary of
ridicule and invective, and amid every demonstration of
extraordinary popular support, appealed to the people.
" Without you we can do nothing : with you we can brush
the Lords aside like chaff before the wind "
If his intention was to harden the opposition in the House
of Lords, he was completely successful. Those wise people
in the Tory citadel who counselled moderation saw that
their cause was lost, and many of them were converted to
the other view. Carson, whose speeches as regards the
course pursued by the Lords had been cautious, now came